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Ten distinct developments appeared in Smart City Dispatch's October 10-16 Daily 
Signals. The week's strongest themes were public agencies testing new ways to 
govern or fund technology and transit, alongside a series of mobility investments 
still at the proposal, budget, or market-entry stage. Two signals-Masabi's AI Labs 
and the reported shelving of NEOM Stadium-were omitted because they were 
already covered in the October 3-9 report. The evidence spans a draft federal grant 
formula, pending legislation, local budget decisions, agency oversight, and 
company-reported performance. None should be read as a completed citywide 
outcome unless the source documents an operating result. Original source dates 
are stated where they predate the report week.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Ten distinct developments appeared in Smart City Dispatch's October 10-16 Daily Signals. The week's 
strongest themes were public agencies testing new ways to govern or fund technology and transit, 
alongside a series of mobility investments still at the proposal, budget, or market-entry stage. Two 
signals-Masabi's AI Labs and the reported shelving of NEOM Stadium-were omitted because they were 
already covered in the October 3-9 report.

The evidence spans a draft federal grant formula, pending legislation, local budget decisions, agency 
oversight, and company-reported performance. None should be read as a completed citywide outcome 
unless the source documents an operating result. Original source dates are stated where they predate the 
report week.

MAIN TRENDS

The week's coverage shows how city technology and mobility decisions are shaped by governance and 
funding as much as by the tools themselves. A proposed federal transit-grant formula and a separate 
Senate permitting bill could change the rules for future infrastructure projects, but neither is current law. 
Singapore's new AI testing and accreditation measures add assurance infrastructure around increasingly 
autonomous systems; New York City's hearing with SpaceXAI shows a different approach, using 
legislative oversight to examine safety and city-level risks.

Transit agencies are also balancing investment with affordability and constrained operating budgets. VIA's 
capital plan, Miami-Dade's fare decision, and funding approaches discussed by leaders from Chicago, 
New York, and Seattle are distinct responses to that pressure. Bus manufacturers' U.S. plans remain 
several years from delivery. CitySwift's London result is the clearest reported operating metric this week, 
but it is supplier-reported and should be read as such. Coverage is based on Daily Signals published 
October 10-16; some underlying announcements or actions occurred earlier and are identified below. The 
two signals already analyzed in last week's report are excluded to avoid duplicate coverage.

AI-assisted content may contain errors. Verify important facts and decisions against the linked original sources.

Smart City Dispatch | Independent public-source research

Copyright 2026 Andrei Khurshudov. All rights reserved. 02 / 07



SMART CITY DISPATCH KEY DEVELOPMENTS

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

Smart City Updates

Senate permitting bill proposes a broad federal reset

Status: introduced legislation; not law. Four senators introduced S. 5653, the Bipartisan American 
Affordability and Jobs Act of 2026, on September 30. The bill proposes changes to federal environmental 
review and permitting, including review scope and deadlines, local-government participation, durability of 
permits, and rules for some energy and infrastructure projects. It also includes provisions on data-center 
transmission costs. Its sponsors frame the package as a way to accelerate infrastructure and energy 
development. The bill has been referred to the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee; its 
introduction does not change current permitting rules, and its text may change as it moves through 
Congress.

Why it matters: Federal review requirements affect the schedule, safeguards, and public participation 
associated with projects that cities rely on. The bill's data-center provisions also connect infrastructure 
policy to who pays for grid upgrades.

What to watch: Committee action, amendments to the bill, and whether any provisions become law.

Source: U.S. Senate bill text, S. 5653  Senate committee announcement

FTA proposes demographic factors in transit grant shares

Status: proposed guidance; comment process, not a final grant rule. An October 1 Federal Register 
notice requests comment on revised Capital Investment Grants (CIG) policy guidance. Among several 
proposed adjustments, the FTA would raise a qualifying project's federal share by up to five percentage 
points for corridor birth-rate criteria and up to five for marriage-rate criteria-up to ten points combined. The 
proposed thresholds compare corridor averages with national averages. The notice also describes other 
proposed changes to project scoring and pre-award authority. These provisions are not in effect merely 
because they appeared in a proposal.

Why it matters: If adopted, the formula could affect how much local funding qualifying rail and bus 
rapid-transit projects need. The proposed demographic factors have drawn scrutiny because they would 
link grant shares to corridor birth and marriage rates.

What to watch: Public comments, the final guidance, and how FTA defines the study area and applies 
the factors.
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-119s5653is/xhtml/BILLS-119s5653is.html
https://www.energy.senate.gov/2026/9/lee-capito-heinrich-and-whitehouse-introduce-bipartisan-american-affordability-and-jobs-act-of-2026
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Source: Federal Register, FTA proposed CIG guidance (October 1, 2026)

Urban AI and Analytics

Singapore adds testing and accreditation measures for AI agents

Status: announced safety and assurance initiatives. On October 14, Singapore's Infocomm Media 
Development Authority announced a starter kit for testing agentic systems, the AI Tester Accreditation 
Programme's first cohort of five firms, and a Frontier AI Resilience and Security Taskforce. The testing kit 
is guidance for organizations evaluating systems that can use tools or act on a user's behalf; it is not a 
certification of every AI agent or a legal requirement. The accreditation applies to testing providers within 
documented scopes, while the taskforce is intended to strengthen sector defenses against AI-enabled 
cyber threats.

Why it matters: Agentic systems can take actions and access data, so evaluating only their final answers 
may miss important operational risks. Testing practices, independent assessment, and ongoing 
monitoring will determine how useful the new measures become.

What to watch: Published testing methods and taskforce outputs, the scope of accredited firms, and 
evidence that deployers use the guidance in practice.

Source: Singapore Government Press Centre / IMDA (October 14, 2026)  AI Verify Foundation accredited 
testers

SpaceXAI testifies at New York City Council's AI-safety hearing

Status: hearing held; no new city rule established. SpaceXAI agreed on October 13 to testify before the 
New York City Council after missing an October 5 hearing and receiving a subpoena. The company's 
representative appeared at the October 16 hearing on artificial-intelligence safety. The Council described 
the session as part of its examination of risks involving public safety, cybersecurity, privacy, and city 
systems. A hearing and testimony are oversight steps; they do not establish that a proposed safeguard 
has been adopted or that allegations discussed at the hearing have been independently resolved.

Why it matters: Local governments are asking how rapidly changing AI products may affect residents 
and public systems, and what evidence companies should provide when safety concerns arise.

What to watch: Any Council findings, proposed legislation, or agency guidance that follows the hearing.

Source: NYC Council: testimony commitment (October 13)  NYC Council: hearing and testimony 
(October 16)
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-10-01/html/2026-20179.htm
https://www.sgpc.gov.sg/detail?authkey=6be0952b-d2ce-44b0-b139-34e103aaa1f4&url=%2Fmedia_releases%2Fimda%2Fpress_release%2FP-20261014-2
https://aiverifyfoundation.sg/ai-assurance/accredited-testers/
https://aiverifyfoundation.sg/ai-assurance/accredited-testers/
https://council.nyc.gov/press/2026/10/13/3295/
https://council.nyc.gov/press/2026/10/16/3301/
https://council.nyc.gov/press/2026/10/16/3301/
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CitySwift reports shorter journeys on optimized London bus routes

Status: operating partnership; results reported by the supplier. CitySwift said on October 13 that routes 
optimized through its work with Transport for London and London bus operators had an average 1.5% 
reduction in passenger journey time, measured with TfL's Journey Time Metric. The company projected 
more than 25 million passenger hours saved across the network over three years. The reported route 
result is not an independent evaluation, and the three-year hours figure is a projection rather than a 
completed saving.

Why it matters: Small changes across a high-volume network can add up, but the value depends on the 
calculation method, the routes included, and whether improvements persist as service conditions change.

What to watch: TfL's own reporting, the scope and duration of the measured routes, and later results 
against the projected passenger-hour total.

Source: CitySwift announcement (October 13, 2026)  Smart Cities World coverage

Connected Infrastructure

VIA approves a five-year, $1.1 billion transit capital plan

Status: board-approved capital plan; projects remain at different stages. VIA Metropolitan Transit in San 
Antonio approved a five-year capital program reported at about $1.1 billion. Coverage describes spending 
for rapid-transit lines, vehicles, facilities, and a new Eastside Transit Center. The plan follows voter 
approval of additional sales-tax revenue, but approval of a capital program does not mean that every 
project is funded, under construction, or open. The currently available public coverage and VIA planning 
material describe the program; individual project schedules and funding commitments should be tracked 
separately.

Why it matters: A multi-year plan can connect local revenue to specific transit assets, but its practical 
value depends on procurement, matching funds, delivery schedules, and the agency's ability to maintain 
service while building.

What to watch: VIA's project-level schedules, procurement notices, and annual updates to the capital 
program.

Source: San Antonio Report: VIA budget and capital plan  KSAT: VIA plan approval (October 8)  VIA FY 
2026 Annual Business Plan
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https://www.cityswift.com/blog/bus-passengers-save-journey-time-on-london-routes-optimised-by-cityswifts-ai
https://www.smartcitiesworld.net/news/how-ai-is-saving-london-bus-passengers-journey-time-13283
https://sanantonioreport.org/via-san-antonio-767-million-budget-helters-new-via-link-zone/
https://www.ksat.com/news/local/2026/10/08/billion-dollar-sa-transit-funding-plan-gets-green-light/
https://www.viainfo.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/FY26-Annual-Business-Plan_Final_Web.pdf
https://www.viainfo.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/FY26-Annual-Business-Plan_Final_Web.pdf
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Smart Mobility

Two manufacturers plan U.S. transit-bus launches

Status: market-entry plans; no U.S. deliveries yet. ABC Companies announced COR Transit on October 
5, targeting a 2027 prototype for its first 40-foot diesel bus and initial deliveries in 2028. VinFast 
announced on October 6 that it plans to bring electric buses to U.S. agencies through NexMove Certified, 
with deliveries expected in the first quarter of 2028. These are separate commercial plans and should not 
be treated as vehicles already available in U.S. service.

Why it matters: Additional manufacturers could broaden agency procurement choices, including in 
zero-emission fleets. Actual competition will depend on certification, production capacity, service support, 
and performance in agency tenders.

What to watch: Prototype testing, U.S. regulatory approvals, factory and service arrangements, and 
public-agency orders.

Source: ABC Companies: COR Transit launch (October 5)  VinFast U.S. electric-bus announcement 
(October 6)

Miami-Dade raises fares while preserving service on 13 routes

Status: county approval; service changes still include reductions. On October 6, Miami-Dade County 
approved raising the standard Metrobus and Metrorail fare from $2.25 to $2.75, the first increase in 13 
years. The County said the added revenue would preserve service on 13 routes that had been eliminated 
during the FY 2026-27 budget process and restore late-evening service on several major routes. Some 
route and late-night reductions remain as the county addresses its funding gap. The change reflects a 
trade-off between rider costs and service levels, not a full resolution of the budget pressure.

Why it matters: Fare policy directly affects riders' costs, while service decisions determine which trips 
and neighborhoods remain connected. The county's stated restoration plan should be compared with the 
final schedules riders receive.

What to watch: Implementation dates, updated route schedules, ridership response, and the effect on the 
remaining service reductions.

Source: Miami-Dade County release (October 6)  County commission action
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https://abc-companies.com/news/abc-companies-launches-cor-transit-to-bring-new-competition-to-north-american-transit
https://vinfastauto.us/investor-relations/news/vinfast-introduces-electric-bus-lineup-in-the-us-doubling-down-on
https://vinfastauto.us/investor-relations/news/vinfast-introduces-electric-bus-lineup-in-the-us-doubling-down-on
https://www.miamidade.gov/global/release.page?Mduid_release=rel1791321030577194
https://www.miamidade.gov/govaction/matter.asp?file=true&matter=261685
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Chicago, New York, and Seattle describe different transit-funding strategies

Status: reported conference discussion, not a joint plan. At an October 5 American Public Transportation 
Association conference panel, leaders from the Chicago Transit Authority, New York's MTA, and Sound 
Transit described approaches to fiscal pressure and major investment. The October 13 report discusses 
distinct local revenue and project contexts, including state support, New York congestion-pricing revenue, 
and Seattle-area voter-backed expansion. The accounts are a comparison of agency leaders' remarks, 
not evidence that the agencies share a funding program or have resolved their financial constraints.

Why it matters: Large urban transit systems rely on combinations of local, state, and dedicated revenues. 
Their choices shape which service and capital projects can proceed when costs rise or operating funds 
lag.

What to watch: Actual budget actions, service plans, and project milestones in each region rather than 
conference statements alone.

Source: Smart Cities Dive: transit leaders explain funding strategies (October 13)

Digital Twins and Simulation

No qualifying in-week development retained. No filler was added.

SOURCE INDEX

The sources above include original government notices, agency and company announcements, agency 
planning documents, and clearly identified reporting. Source dates are shown where they differ from the 
Daily Signal publication date. Proposed policy, future delivery plans, vendor-reported performance, and 
conference discussion are labeled according to their evidence status.

AI-assisted content may contain errors. Verify important facts and decisions against the linked original 
sources.
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https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/apta-conference-chicago-seattle-nyc-funding/832801/

